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This newsletter focuses on ECCHR’s Business and Human
Rights work. We report on our complaint against German
certifier TÜV SÜD regarding the dam failure near
Brumadinho in Brazil, current developments in the
Lafarge/Syria case, and two colleagues’ article in the Journal
of International Criminal Justice.
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INTERNATIONAL CRIMES AND ACCOUNTABILITY

In mid-October 2019, the German Federal Public Prosecutor filed
charges against two former officials of President Bashar al-Assad’s
Syrian General Intelligence Directorate at the Higher Regional Court in
Koblenz. The first trial worldwide on state torture in Syria is set to begin
in Germany in 2020. ECCHR supports Syrian torture survivors who are
joint plaintiffs in the proceedings.
© ECCHR
READ MORE

Important step against US drone program: Fight for
freedom of information in Italy continues
Is Italy complicit in US drone strikes in northern Africa? The
administrative court in Rome tried to stop ECCHR’s freedom of
information request concerning the US military base Sigonella on Sicily.
But on 4 October, the Consiglio di Stato acted on ECCHR’s appeal and

referred the case back to the lower court. ECCHR will continue to
demand more transparency in US-Italian drone strike cooperation.
READ MORE

War crimes in Afghanistan: The ICC should investigate
On 15 October, ECCHR and its partners asked the International Criminal
Court (ICC) to accept a joint amicus curiae brief in the Afghanistan
appeals proceeding. In April 2019, ICC’s pre-trial chamber refused to
initiate an investigation on crimes committed during the Afghanistan
war. The ICC prosecuting authority and those affected appealed the
decision. The upcoming appeals proceeding is expected in early
December.
READ MORE

BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

In January 2019, a dam burst at a mine near Brumadinho (Brazil) killed

more than 270 people. Only four months earlier, German certifier TÜV
SÜD’s Brazilian subsidiary confirmed the dam’s safety – despite known
risks. In order to clarify the German company’s responsibility, those
affected together with ECCHR and MISEREOR submitted complaints
against TÜV SÜD and one of its employees to the public prosecutor in
Munich on 15 October.
© ECCHR
READ MORE

War crimes in Yemen:
Italy’s role in airstrikes
must be investigated

In 2016, an airstrike by the Saudi Arabia-led coalition killed a family of
six in the Yemeni village of Deir Al-Ḩajārī. Bomb remnants from RWM
Italia, the Italian subsidiary of German arms firm Rheinmetall, were
found at the site. In April 2018, ECCHR and its Italian and Yemeni
partners filed a criminal complaint against RWM Italia employees and
the Italian export licensing authority UAMA. In September 2019, the
public prosecutor in Rome sought to close the investigations. ECCHR
and its partners have filed an appeal.
© Mwatana for Human Rights
READ MORE
OPEN LETTER TO UAMA (8 OCTOBER 2019)

Lafarge/Syria case: ECCHR rejected as civil party
On 24 October, the responsible Paris court in the Lafarge/Syria case
decided to reject ECCHR and its French partner organization Sherpa as
civil parties in the proceedings. Together with eleven former Lafarge

employees, ECCHR and Sherpa filed a complaint against the French
multinational cement company in 2016 concerning its possible
complicity in crimes against humanity in Syria. The decision on other
questions of this case was postponed to 7 November.
READ MORE
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INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL INTERVENTION

Society and art: ECCHR
launches cooperation with
Magnum Foundation

The Magnum Foundation supports outstanding documentary
photographers in order to further social justice and initiate political
debates. Cooperation with the Magnum Foundation complements
ECCHR’s legal casework to counter human rights violations around the
world, approaching them from an artistic perspective.

© Mari Bastashevski
READ MORE

EVENTS

Torture in Syria: Norway’s role in the struggle against
impunity
12 November 2019, 6pm, Red Cross Conference Center, Hausmannsgate
7, 0186 Oslo (Norway)
Grave crimes such as torture, enforced disappearances and unlawful
executions widely go unpunished in Syria. Therefore, torture survivors,
relatives, human rights defenders, and lawyers are trying to bring those
responsible to justice outside Syria – for example by using legal means
in Europe.
In this panel discussion, we will discuss the role Norway can play in
international efforts to fight impunity with those affected, and
representatives from Syrian and European human rights organizations.
The event will take place in English and Arabic.
READ MORE

Film screenings: Up in Arms
Thursday, 21 November 2019, 7pm (DE/EN)
Film screening of Forensic Architecture production Triple-Chaser and
talk with Ana Hoffner ex-Prvulovic and Linde Bryk (ECCHR)
Thursday, 12 December 2019, 7pm (EN)
Film screening of Shooting Ourselves and talk with Christine Cynn
(director) and Christian Schliemann (ECCHR)
Up in Arms is an exhibition and research project focusing on the
structures of the local and international arms industry in Berlin. In
cooperation with ECCHR, the project seeks to create a platform for a

critical discussion about the arms industry’s political and societal
position.
READ MORE

Colonial Repercussions V: The Case of Namibia
29 November 2019, 2 – 8.30pm
Akademie der Künste, Pariser Platz 4, 10117 Berlin
The symposium “Colonial Repercussions V: The Case of Namibia,”
organized by ECCHR and the Akademie der Künste in cooperation with
the Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung will trace the complex
repercussions and interdependencies of German colonization in presentday Namibia and increase their visibility in Germany. Speakers from the
law, politics and the arts will present perspectives on the effects of
colonization, a potential constructive approach and exchange with civil
society.
Speakers include Ida Hoffmann (Nama Genocide Technical Committee),
John Nakuta (University of Namibia), Joshua Castellino (Middlesex
University), Alexandra Kemmerer (Max-Planck-Institut für
ausländisches öffentliches Recht und Völkerrecht) and artist Isabel
Tueumuna Katjavivi.
READ MORE

PUBLICATIONS

Linde Bryk / Dr Miriam Saage-Maaß
“Individual Criminal Liability for Arms Exports under the ICC Statute:
A Case Study of Arms Exports from Europe to Saudi-led Coalition
Members Used in the War in Yemen”, in: Journal of International
Criminal Justice, 18 October 2019
READ ONLINE

Lisa Kadel / Dr Carolijn Terwindt

“Unternehmen im rechtsfreien Raum: KiK und der TÜV Rheinland –
zwei exemplarische Fälle”; in: Brot für die Welt/MISEREOR (eds.),
Wirtschaft und Menschenrechte: Ein Ende der Freiwilligkeit 6-2019
READ ONLINE
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