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Voices of Afghan women ‘must
be heard at the table in the
peace process and beyond’ UN
deputy chief tells Security
Council

UNAMA/Fardin Waezi

Afghan women have “paid a high price”
during their country’s nearly four
decades of conflict, the United Nations
deputy chief said on Friday, addressing
the Security Council a day after
Kabul had been hit with a fresh round of
“horrific” bomb attacks.
Peace and Security

Eliminating hepatitis calls for
‘bold political leadership, with
investments to match,’ UN
health chief says

UNICEF/Ilvy Njiokiktjien

Calling for “bold political leadership”
ahead of World Hepatitis Day, the UN
World Health Organization (WHO) on
Friday urged countries to take
advantage of recent reductions in the
costs of diagnosing and treating viral
hepatitis and scale up investments in
disease elimination.
Health

Senior UN officials call for
return to sea rescues, after ‘the

worst Mediterranean tragedy of
this year’

© UNHCR/Hereward Holland

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
along with the heads of a number of UN
agencies, expressed horror at
Thursday’s reports that as many as 150
people may be dead after a boat they
were traveling in capsized off the coast
of Libya, making it the worst such
tragedy in the Mediterranean this year.
Migrants and Refugees

UN human rights chief fears
world has grown numb to
Syrian carnage

© OCHA/Hedinn Halldorsson

The relentless campaign of airstrikes in
Syria has been met with a “collective
shrug,” the top United Nations human
rights official said on Friday, denouncing
the world’s apparent indifference to the
mounting civilian casualties as a “failure
of leadership” by the world’s most
powerful countries.
Peace and Security

UN sees progress in fight
against tobacco, warns more
action needed to help people
quit deadly product

UNICEF/Brian Sokol

Progress is being made in the battle
against the global tobacco epidemic,
but more action is needed to help
people quit the deadly products,
according to a new report from the UN
World Health Organization (WHO).
Health

New President of top UN
economic and social body to
push for development

financing, fundamental
freedoms ‘for all’

UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

In her inaugural speech as President of
the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), Mona Juul, of
Norway, underscored that the body’s
mandate today remains “as relevant
and compelling” as it did back in 1945
when it was tasked with “fostering
international cooperation on economic,
social, and cultural issues”.
SDGs

Despite ‘considerable progress,’
Somalia needs help tackling
political, economic and rights
challenges, says UN expert

UNICEF/UN0260172/Karel Prinsloo

Although Somalia has made
“considerable progress” in its political,
economic, social and human rights
situation over the past six years, “there
is much more to do,” a United Nations
expert said on Thursday, urging the
international community to assist.
Human Rights

New partnership agreement
with Liberia, shows ‘clear
positive impact of UN
peacekeeping’

UN Photo/Sylvain Liechti

A formal agreement between Liberia
and the UN to supply peacekeeping
personnel to serve in the UN
Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA), marks an “immensely
significant” transition for the former
war-torn West African nation, its UN
Ambassador said in New York on
Tuesday.
Peace and Security

‘Tangible steps’ needed to
alleviate crisis in the Occupied

Palestinian Territory, keep twoState solution alive: DiCarlo

UNRWA

The “dangerous paralysis” that prevails
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is
fuelling extremism and exacerbating
tensions, leading to a “loss of hope” that
peace can ever be achieved through
negotiation, the UN’s Political and
Peacebuilding chief told the Security
Council on Tuesday.
Peace and Security

UN Youth envoy launches
coding competition to help
solve climate crisis and ‘Reboot
the Earth’

World Bank/Arne Hoel

Can young coders help solve the
climate crisis? The UN’s Youth Envoy
launched a global competition earlier
this month, “Reboot The Earth”, with
support from the UN Office of
Information & Communications
Technology, Deloitte and SAP, to try and
answer that question, fostering
collaboration between the United
Nations, academia, civil society, and
young people to address the climate
emergency.
Climate Change

UN health agency ‘strongly
recommends’ dolutegravir
antiretroviral medication to
manage HIV

© UNICEF/Danielle Pereira

Based on new evidence, the United
Nations health agency on Monday
announced it was recommending the
use of the antiretroviral drug
dolutegravir (DTG) – which, with other
medication, treats HIV/AIDS – as the
preferred first- and second-line
treatment for all cases, including
pregnant women and those who have
the potential to give birth.

Health

‘Deep sadness’ at passing of UN
nuclear watchdog agency chief,
Yukiya Amano

Dean Calma/IAEA

The head of the UN body that oversees
nuclear activities across the world has
died aged 72, it was announced on
Monday. In a statement, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) confirmed the passing of
Director General Yukiya Amano, with
“deepest sadness”.
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