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1. HIGHLIGHTS
a. How Member States are failing victims of violent crime
Member States must do more to protect victims of violent crime, finds FRA. Its latest reports
question current safeguards defending the rights of those seeking justice. FRA calls for positive
action from police, support services, public prosecutors and courts. “Too many victims of violent
crime are not involved in criminal proceedings. It is our duty to safeguard their rights,” says FRA
Director Michael O'Flaherty. “To protect them from further victimisation. And to guarantee that
they too can take part in righting the wrongs they have suffered.”
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a. Roundtable discussion focuses on fighting antisemitism in Austria
The agency will host a roundtable discussion on fighting antisemitism in Austria at FRA on 30 April. It
aims to foster cooperation between national authorities, Jewish community organisations, civil
society organisations and other stakeholders in Austria. The meeting will draw on FRA’s second
antisemitism survey, which reached out to almost 16,500 self-identified Jewish people in 12
Member States, including Austria. It will focus on three topics: Meeting the security needs of Jewish
communities; rethinking Holocaust remembrance and education; and improving data collection on
antisemitic incidents. Participants will be welcomed by FRA Director Michael O’ Flaherty. Austrian
State Secretary Edstadler will have a keynote address opening the meeting, which will be moderated
by the Austrian member of FRA's Management Board, Peter Kostelka. (Contact: Dennis van der Veur
/ Nicole Romain)
3. PAST ACTIVITIES
a. European conference on LGBTIQ+ Seniors
On 25 and 26 April, the agency attended a European conference on LGBTIQ+ seniors, organised by
the Rainbow Cities Network, the cities of Amsterdam, Munich and Ghent, together with Pink50+ and
Ihlia LGBTI Heritage. FRA delivered closing remarks and raised awareness about its upcoming LGBTI
survey. The main topics discussed were inclusive services for LGBTIQ+ seniors, (prevention of)
discrimination, isolation and loneliness, connecting young and old people within the LGBTIQ+
community and the responsibilities and roles of governments. The conference was attended by 150
representatives from European and national organisations, projects and initiatives - operating on the
international, national, regional and local levels. (Contact: Juul van Hoof)
b. European Migration Network National Contact Points outline work programme
On 24 April, the European Migration Network (EMN) National Contact Points (NCPs) held their 100th
Meeting in Brussels. The aim of the meeting was to update the NCPs, the European Commission, as
well as EU Agencies, such as FRA, EASO, Frontex, about the status and update of the network’s work
programme 2019-2020. It was a useful opportunity to ensure that the work of the network and FRA
complement each other and that the network’s research takes fundamental rights into account.
(Contact: Julia Behrens)
c. Underlining the human rights implications of using biometrics
The agency took part in the ID@Borders and Future of Travel Conference organised by the OSCE and
Biometric Institute. It contributed to a session on recommended practices for the responsible use
and sharing of biometrics. It highlighted how human rights are affected by the storing and use of
biometric data in the EU IT systems for asylum, visa and border management. The principle of
purpose limitation and the importance of safeguards to ensure access and use of data in line with
this principle were underlined. The contribution drew on FRA’s extensive work in the area of
biometric data and EU IT systems, including legal opinions on proposed EU legislation. The event

took place from 11 to 12 April in Vienna. (Contact: Sara Sighinolfi)
d. Training NGO lawyers on the Schengen Borders Code and fundamental rights
The agency trained NGO lawyers in Hungary and from neighbouring EU Member States with an
external EU border, following an invitation from the UN Refugee Agency. The training session
focused on the Schengen Borders Code, fundamental rights and access to international protection.
The event aimed at expanding UNHCR’s and its partners’ legal toolbox used for strategic litigation,
by involving the Schengen Borders Code as a useful legal instrument in these endeavours. It was
organised by the UNHCR’s Regional Representation for Central Europe. It took place in Budapest on
29 March. (Contact: Tamas Molnar)
e. UN’s disability expert on rights of older people receives input from FRA
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of people with disabilities requested input to a
study on the rights of older people with disabilities. The agency responded to this by submitting, on
15 April, a compilation of relevant passages published by the agency in recent years. This follows an
established practice since some years, with submissions to UN special rapporteurs and treaty bodies
as well as under the Universal Periodic Review of the UN Human Rights Council. (Contact: Jonas
Grimheden)

