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1. HIGHLIGHTS
a) Stop this story – recommit to countering antisemitism
It was 75 years ago today that soldiers liberated the Auschwitz extermination camp. A
poignant time to learn from the horrors of the past and build for a better future. Today
marks Holocaust Remembrance Day. It is when we honour and remember the millions of
Jews, Roma, people with disabilities, gays and lesbians, and many others who were victims
of the horrors of Nazi persecution. Tragically, 75 years on, Jews in Europe continue to face
persistent and widespread antisemitism.
2. WHAT’S COMING UP
a) Marking European Data Protection Day
FRA will deliver a speech on 28 January in Brussels on artificial intelligence, Big Data and
fundamental rights. It forms part of a European Commission data protection seminar on
European Data Protection Day. The seminar aims to inspire participants to reflect on the
challenges of protecting personal data. External experts will explain the interplay between
artificial intelligence and fundamental rights. They will also look at the challenges business
has in respecting fundamental rights, such as protecting personal data. (Contact: Joanna
Goodey)
b) Developing FRA’s Fundamental Rights Platform
The Advisory Panel of the FRA’s Fundamental Rights Platform (FRP) will discuss the
platform’s future development. It will also explore how cooperation between FRA and civil
society organisations can have a greater human rights impact. The discussions with the
Panel will run from 29 to 30 January at FRA. The Panel will also meet with the Advisory
Board for FRA’s National Human Rights Institutions report. They will reflect on how to
enhance cooperation between NHRIs and civil society. They will also discuss how to
address civic space issues. The Fundamental Rights Platform is FRA’s channel for
cooperation and information exchange with civil society organisations. It brings together
over 700 civil society organisations from across the EU. (Contact: Waltraud Heller)
c) Fine-tuning FRA’s report on the situation of NHRIs in the EU
How can FRA’s report on the situation of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in the
EU support the development of policies and standards at the EU, international and national
level to help NHRIs? This will be the goal of the report’s Advisory Board, as they will reflect
on the report’s opinions and conclusions. They will meet at FRA on 29 January. FRA will
publish the report in May 2020. The members of the Advisory Board will also meet with
theAdvisory Panel of the Agency’s Fundamental Rights Platform to explore how to enhance
cooperation between NHRIs and civil society. They will also discuss how to address civic
space issues. The board brings together representatives of European Network of National
Human Rights Institutions, European Network of Equality Bodies, Global Alliance for
National Human Rights Institutions, International Ombuds institutions Institute, Advisory
panel of FRA’s Fundamental Rights Platform (FRP), European Commission, Council of
Europe, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,OSCE Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and two independent experts. (Contact: Eva
Sobotka)

3. PAST ACTIVITIES
d) Recommitting to combat antisemitism
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) members reaffirmed their
commitment to fighting Holocaust distortion, antisemitism, anti-Gypsyism and other forms
of discrimination on 19 January. The commitment took place at an IHRA’s Ministerial
Conference in Brussels organised by the Luxembourg Government. Ministers of foreign
affairs or their representatives attended the event. The vice-chair of FRA’s Management
Board, Filippo di Robilant, represented the Agency as Permanent International Partner to
IHRA. Filippo di Robilant delivered a statement highlighting the worrying state of
antisemitism today. He spoke of gaps in the recording of antisemitism by Member States. He
also underlined the importance of applying the IHRA working definition of antisemitism. He
concluded byreiterating FRA’s commitment to assisting the EU, Members States,
Intergovernmental Organisations, IHRA and Jewish communities in the fight against
antisemitism. (Contact: Henri Nickels)
e) What impact has FRA had?
A book launch looking at FRA’s impact took place at the European Commission on 22
January in Brussels. Twenty-four renowned human rights experts worked on the book. The
book, ‘Human Rights Law and Evidence-Based Policy – The impact of the EU Fundamental
Rights Agency’, looks at FRA’s impact over its 13 year life. It also 10 years since the EU’s
Fundamental Rights Charter entered into force. Rosemary Byrne and Han Entzinger edited
the book, which can be ordered from Routledge. (Contact: Gabriel Toggenburg)
f) Towards better protection for migrant children
FRA joined Member States' representatives to discuss how best to protect migrant children.
Together they discussed challenges and shared good practices. The exchange took place in
Berlin on 20 and 21 January. It was part of a European Commission expert meeting on the
European Commission’s 2017 Communication on the protection of children in
migration. (Contact: Monica Gutierrez)

